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Letter from the

PRESIDENT

Dear SWOSU alumni, emeriti & friends –
On my first day as SWOSU’s 18th President, I arrived at the John Hays Administration Building feeling a mix of things—
excitement, gratitude, and to be honest, some anxiety! This institution was my playground, my muse, my laboratory during
happy childhood years when both of my late parents taught as SWOSU faculty. The memories of SWOSU are ones I treasure
and the place of this university in my story is central—and so my return to this place and in this role is a scenario I find at times
exhilarating, at times challenging, at times surreal, but always one for which I am deeply, deeply grateful and honored.
Assuming the Presidency in mid-2021 as our nation and communities continued to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic
felt for me, to be a great opportunity even amidst serious complications and obstacles. I have spent my first year helping lead our
university towards a “new normal,” ever-careful and driven by data and facts, open for business, and committed to our mission. I
have also had the great joy of coming to know so many SWOSU Bulldogs from all walks of life and learning so many “SWOSU
Stories” that inspire and motivate me to be the best President possible.
SWOSU is taking major strides towards better delivering programs that meet the workforce needs of Oklahoma and the
nation. We are investing in an exciting new initiative, SWOSU Aero, aimed at helping the aerospace and defense industry
connect with our graduates in Engineering Tech, Engineering Physics, and Computer Science. This bright, engaged present
builds on our rich aerospace and defense heritage towards a bright future for our students and the industry they seek to enter
upon graduation. We are also leveraging local, state, and federal financial support in an historic private-public partnership, the
Jerry & Margaret Hodge Center for Pharmacy & Rural Health. The Hodge Center project will enable SWOSU’s healthcare
training programs in Nursing and Allied Health to substantially increase capacity and the number of graduates produced and will
significantly enhance our Pharmacy program.
We also are celebrating record-breaking fundraising at the SWOSU Foundation, Inc. and substantial membership growth in
the SWOSU Alumni Association and the SWOSU Athletic Association. Your help as donors and volunteers makes you invaluable
“Bulldog Ambassadors” for SWOSU. You represent so much that is good and worth sharing about our SWOSU community and
we are so appreciative of your continued connection and support.
Thank you so much for all that you have done to make my first year as SWOSU’s 18th President memorable, successful, and
fun! All that you have done, and continue to do for our university gives me great hope for all that lies ahead of us.
In SWOSU,

Diana R. “Diane” Lovell, PhD
President, Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU )
tm
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2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JULY

21
AUG

04
AUG

19
AUG

20
SEPT

16

OCT

Tulsa SWOSU Near You
5:30-7:30 PM
Cedar Ridge Country Club,
Broken Arrow

01
OCT

Okarche SWOSU Near You
5:30-7:30 PM

15
OCT

Athletic Hall of Fame
Banquet

16

www.SWOSUAthleticAuction.com

OCT

Athletic Association Live
Auction and Dinner

23

www.SWOSUAthleticAuction.com

NOV

SWOSU Charitable Hunt
Devol, Oklahoma

12

www.HuntwithSWOSU.com

Football Legacy Golf
Tournament
Prairie West, Weatherford
www.SWOSUFootballLegacyGolf.com

Homecoming
Happy Hour
www.SWOSUHomecoming.com

SWOSU Homecoming
Calling All Dogs Home
www.SWOSUHomecoming.com

Clinton SWOSU Near You
5:30-7:30 PM

Rodeo Legacy Event

For more information about any of our events, follow us on social media or visit www.StandingFirmly.com
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Crowder Lake expands offerings with addition of

KEN ROSE PLAYGROUND
Crowder
Lake
University
Park, located seven miles south of
Weatherford, continues to grow
in popularity and recreational
opportunities. The 2021 season saw
the addition of the Dr. Ken Rose
Memorial Playground.
The late Dr. Ken Rose was an
instrumental SWOSU leader who
helped supervise the transition of
Crowder Lake from the Oklahoma
State Parks system to an outdoor
classroom overseen by SWOSU.

6
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The playground is a joint effort of
the SWOSU Foundation, Inc., and
the Weatherford Rotary Club—
two organizations with which Rose
was deeply involved and which he
passionately and gladly supported
during his lifetime.
The Dr. Ken Rose Memorial
Playground will provide a safe,
fun area at our park for children
and families to gather, said Park
Director Paul Hummel. “Dr. Rose
enthusiastically encouraged the

idea of a playground at Crowder
Lake before his passing, and we are
honored to name this newest part of
our park in his memory.”
Crowder Lake University Park
is a 158-water-acre and 159-landacre park located has been operated
by SWOSU since 1997. The park
boasts a number of facilities and
activities including RV camp sites,
canoe, kayak, and stand-up paddle
board rentals, fishing opportunities,
and an interpretive nature trail.

The SWOSU Magazine for Alumni, Emeriti and Friends since 1965

Annual membership rates start at just $100.
For more information visit www.FriendsofCrowderLake.com or contact Tayler Adler, (580) 774-6331.

Summer 2022
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North Family

LECTURE SERIES Kicks Off
The 2022 North Family
Endowed Lecture was held March
25 at Crowder Lake University
Park. The lecture was delivered
by SWOSU alumnae Brooke
Wheelock of Phoenix (AZ). A
native of Woodward, Wheelock
holds undergraduate and graduate
degrees from SWOSU.
Wheelock is currently a
partnerships coordinator with the
United States Forest Service and
is based at Tonto National Forest
in Chandler (AZ). In this role,
she is responsible for serving as
program manager for contracts and
agreements with external agencies,
corporations and non-profits.
She also manages partnerships
and advises staff on appropriate
agreements and initial project
planning conversations. She is also
a public information officer with
the Service’s Southwest Incident
Management Team #5, assisting
the service in disseminating public
information and coordinating
communication and media.
Previously, Wheelock served
as a park ranger with the United
States National Park Service at the
Oklahoma City National Memorial
and the Big Thicket National
Preserve where she coordinated

8
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Mike North, Marilyn Flinchum, Brooke Wheelock, SWOSUtm President Dr. Diana Lovell, and Parks and Recreation
Chair Ryan Haggard gather for the North Family Lecture Series in March 2022.

community outreach and served as
a guide. She has also served as a park
ranger with the United States Army
Corps of Engineers at Fort Supply
Lake in northwest Oklahoma.
The North Family Endowed
Lecture in Parks & Recreation
Management is made possible by

the North Family Endowment at
the SWOSU Foundation, Inc. The
North Family Endowment was
established in 2021 by longtime
SWOSU benefactor and 1980
alumnus Mike North of Oklahoma
City and his wife, Marilyn
Flinchum.
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SWOSU Now Home to
tm

GENERAL THOMAS P. STAFFORD
ARCHIVES
The General Thomas P.
Stafford Archives are now open
inside the Al Harris Library. This
new facility showcases the papers,
documents and accomplishments
of retired Astronaut General
Thomas P. Stafford. The collection
features documents representing
his many firsts and record-setting
achievements in space exploration,
from the early 1960s through the
mid-1970s. The collection includes
a wide variety of documents
generated
during
Stafford’s
work at NASA and showing his
leadership in and contributions to
space exploration and aerospace
engineering. Other items are
official photographs, national and
international publications featuring
Stafford, and correspondence with
both world dignitaries and average
citizens from around the world.
The new archive facility,
completed in 2021, was constructed
as part of a two-year renovation of
the second floor of the library.
“As director, it is my
responsibility to envision new
spaces and services for the library,
and I anticipate this archive will
create many new opportunities for
the university in the years to come,”

said Al Harris Library Director Jason
Dupree. “I’m excited to introduce
this facility to the university and
area communities.”
Dupree invites the public to
visit the Archives and see items from
the collection currently on display,
which includes NASA documents
related to Stafford, photograph
albums, newspaper scrapbooks,
and other one-of-a-kind artifacts.
Those wanting to learn more about
General Stafford may also access the
university’s institutional repository,
SWOSU Digital Commons at
dc.SWOSU.edu.

Summer 2022
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Dr. Diana Lovell

COMES HOME TO SWOSU

In the 1920’s, Ralph Crall and
Lura Shipley met at Southwestern
State
Teachers
College
in
Weatherford, Oklahoma – the
school that in 1974 would
become Southwestern Oklahoma
State
University
(SWOSU).
Three generations later, Crall’s
granddaughter, Dr. Diana “Diane”
Lovell became the 18 th President
of Southwestern Oklahoma State
University, succeeding President
Randy Beutler who served as
SWOSU President from 20102021.
Raised on the family farm,
known as Crall Corner, in the valley
just north of the SWOSU Hilltop,
Lovell could see the university from
her parents’ front doorstep. “There
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was a large, red iconic barn that sat
exactly one mile north of campus,”
said Lovell. “I knew, even as a
small child, that SWOSU meant
opportunity—the opportunity to
strengthen one’s skills and character,
to better serve one’s community,
and to enjoy an improved standard
of living.”
Lovell grew up with the
grounding values of hard work and
farm life while also surrounded by
academia and higher education.
Both of her parents, James and
Janis, taught at SWOSU, with
her father serving as chair of the
Biology Department and mother
teaching in the Home Economics
Department. Lovell reminisced,
“I vividly remember running the

tm

halls of the old science building.
Both of my parents worked there. I
loved to take my shoes of and ‘skate’
between their offices on the terrazzo
tile floors.”
Lovell even gave her first public
speech on the SWOSU campus
as a youth participating in a 4H
competition. “Over the years my
uncle, aunt, and cousin also were
professors at SWOSU.” she stated.
“Truly, it is a place that has been at
the heart of my family’s story.” In
1977, Lovell’s uncle, the late Lamar
Crall, was one of five incorporators
of the SWOSU Foundation, Inc.
Each incorporator contributed
$100 to establish the foundation
which has grown from the initial
$500 valuation to over $37 million
in assets stewarded for the benefit of
SWOSU.
After Lovell’s three older siblings
Ralph, Rhonda, and Randall,
graduated from Weatherford high

“I knew even as
a small child that
SWOSU meant
opportunity.”
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Diana Lovell is seen here with her parents and
siblings, circa 1989 on their farm in Weatherford,
just north of the University. Standing are her brother,
Ralph Lovell and father Dr. James Lovell. Seated left
to right are her mother, Dr. Janis Lovell, sister, Rhonda
Lovell, JD, SWOSUtm President, Dr. Diana Ruth Lovell,
and her brother Dr. Randall Lovell.

school, her father accepted a job in
Chicago. The family’s loaded station
wagon pulled out of Weatherford
on her 12th birthday. Devastated
by the move, and upheaval of her
preteen life, Lovell wondered if she
would ever return to her hilltop
home.
She did--42 years later!
Lovell followed in her parents’
footsteps in pursuit of higher
education. She attended Baylor
University earning a B.A. in
Education. She then earned a
master’s degree in history from the
University of Houston in 1992.
While raising her two children, Josh
and Elizabeth, Lovell completed
a Ph.D. in History from the
University of Houston in 2003.
Prior to coming home to
SWOSU, Lovell served as the
Dean of the College of Arts &amp;
Humanities at Houston Baptist
University. Lovell then moved to
the College Station, Texas area
where she was both Dean of Social
Sciences and a professor of history,
and then became Vice-Chancellor

of Student Services in the Blinn
College District which has 5
campuses and over 20,000 students
enrolled.
Although
Lovell
left
Weatherford in 1979, she always
grieved the move. “My heart has
always been in Western Oklahoma,”
she expressed. Her mom and dad
retired back to Weatherford where
many of her relatives still live today.
Lovell enjoyed this nostalgic time
visiting her family on the hilltop
farm and celebrating holidays
before her parents’ health declined.
Unfortunately, neither of her
parents lived to see her university
presidency.

“My heart has
always been
in Western
Oklahoma.”
The Crall Corner Farm was
donated to SWOSU by Lovell’s
uncle, Lamar Crall, aunt, Opal
Crall, and cousins Les and Ed Crall
in 2000. Thus, further cementing
the family’s bond and legacy with
the University. Crall Corner is now
the SWOSU Athletic Complex
including baseball, soccer, and
softball fields in addition to a golf
driving range.
During the 2020 pandemic,
Lovell spent much of her time back
in Weatherford. Like millions of
other Americans, she was working
remotely. Being in Weatherford

allowed her to visit her late mother
through the nursing home window
where Lovell would stand in
anthills and update her loved one
on the SWOSU presidential search
process. “I was not looking for a
presidency when this job opening
arose,” Lovell admitted. “But my
strong family ties to this particular
university is what inspired me to
apply.”
Lovell officially moved home
to Weatherford and began work
as the university president on July
1, 2021. In her first year, Lovell
has led the University to several
key achievements including the
expansion of the SWOSU Yukon
campus, the creation of the
SWOSU Aerospace and Defense
Workforce Development program,
and the addition of the new Jerry
and Margaret Hodge Center for
Rural Health.
On April 29, 2022, Lovell was
installed as the 18 th President of
SWOSU in an official inauguration
ceremony on the Weatherford
campus. Dr. Diana Lovell is the
second woman to serve as president
in the history of the University. Dr.
Joe Anna Hibler, the first female
to be the president of SWOSU,
attended Lovell’s inauguration.

Lovell with her two children, Elizabeth and Josh.

Summer 2022 11

The SWOSU Magazine for Alumni, Emeriti and Friends since 1965

Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU)
has joined one of the fastest-growing segments in
sports and entertainment by starting a competitive (or
scholastic) Esports program on the Weatherford campus.
The Esports arena was constructed in 2021 and is located
inside the Wellness Center. It seats up to 160 spectators
who can watch Esports competitions. The program
also features streaming so students, regardless of their
location, can watch and cheer for SWOSU.
Esports, or electronic sports, is a competition that
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involves team-based video games. With the new Esports
program, SWOSU is excited to offer students another
means of re-enforcing student engagement while
collaborating within teams. Esports connects people
from around the world through gaming. Not only do
SWOSU students compete in the new Esports arena on
the Weatherford campus, but SWOSU hosted 80 high
school students in April for the Oklahoma Scholastic
Esports (OKSE) High School State Tournament.
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Church Scholarship Benefits

MATHEMATICS
STUDENTS
Dr. Gerald “Gerry” Church has created the first-ever
scholarship endowment created to benefit the SWOSU
Department of Mathematics. The Dr. Gerry & Phyllis
Church Scholarship fund has been generously endowed
by Dr. Church, former SWOSU mathematics professor.
Church is a native of Dighton (KS). He earned
a Bachelor of Science from Kansas State University
and Master of Arts from Arizona State University.
He completed his education from Oklahoma State
University with a Doctor of Education in 1973. Church
served as a professor of mathematics at SWOSU from
1966-2000. Church now resides in Mustang.
“This gift from Dr. Church will have a lasting
impact on students for generations to come. Never
has a scholarship been established here at SWOSU
specifically to benefit mathematics. We are truly
grateful to Dr. Church for this historic investment in
our students,” said Dr. Tom McNamara, chair of the
SWOSU Mathematics Department.

Dr. Gerry Church with Vice-President for Institutional Advancement, Garrett King.
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SWOSU EXPANDS
TO YUKON
tm

In December 2021, Southwestern Oklahoma State
University (SWOSU) entered into a first of its kind
agreement with Yukon Public Schools (YPS) that will see
the new YPS College & Career Center serve as host to the
first SWOSU location in the Oklahoma City Metro. The
agreement expands on the existing partnership between
SWOSU and YPS formed in fall 2020.
The Center will be the first-ever four-year university
on an Oklahoma high school campus and will be built by
YPS. This project was approved by over 70% of voters in
the 2021 bond election. SWOSU will provide a capital
contribution of $5 million in exchange for a 25-year lease
of approximately 12,000 square feet of space within the
facility. SWOSU will be designated as YPS’s preferred
provider of concurrent programs and associate, bachelor,
and graduate degrees.
SWOSU will offer coursework to the general public
with plans to emphasize nursing, education, allied health,
engineering technology, aerospace and other workforcealigned disciplines and programs to help meet the
present and anticipated needs of Oklahoma businesses
and agencies. The SWOSU location in Yukon has grown
from 30 students to 130 in one year.
“The agreement finalized between YPS and SWOSU
serves as another reminder of how hard our public school
districts work in cooperation with their higher education
system to provide a bright future for Oklahoma students,”
Oklahoma Superintendent of Public Instruction Joy
Hofmeister said. “The State Department of Education
wants to congratulate Yukon Public Schools on forming
a first of its kind partnership with SWOSU.”
“We have started on a path that will provide greater
opportunities for work and college unlike any other
school district.” YPS Superintendent Dr. Jason Simeroth
14 Vol. 93, Issue 1

said. “We are thrilled to begin our future in collaboration
with Southwestern Oklahoma State University and even
more excited about the opportunity that this will provide
our current students and community.”
Dr. Lovell said the establishment of the learning
location in the heart of Canadian County represents
a huge step for SWOSU towards better meeting the
university’s objectives of providing Oklahomans with
quality, affordable, accessible higher education programs
and opportunities. Enrollment is now open at the
SWOSU Yukon location as well in addition to the
Weatherford and Sayre campuses.
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Support the SWOSU college or
program of your choice for just
tm

$19.01/mo

1901 Society Membership includes an
Alumni Association membership and exclusive gifts.

Exclusive
g
are yours ifts
just for
joining!

Learn more and become a member of the
Summer 2022 15
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CAMPUS

k
c
a
b
h
Flas
Our campus has changed over the years.
Can you remember any of these scenes?

The central drive up the Hill in 1960.
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Back to School in early fall 1965.

A gathering outside the
Memorial Student Center in 1972.

The current Art Building which was originally the library on the SWOSU campus in 1963.
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SWOSU Launches
tm

DIGITAL TRANSCRIPT DELIVERY
Southwestern Oklahoma State
University (SWOSU) with locations
in Weatherford, Sayre and Yukon
recently partnered with Parchment,
a digital credential service, to
simplify the ordering and speed of
delivery of transcripts. This is the
university’s first delivery system for
electronic transcripts.
“We are delighted to bring this
enormous improvement in service to
our students and alumni,” SWOSU
Registrar Jennifer Cook-Johns said.
“Working with Parchment, we have
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a system that is convenient, efficient
and supports university goals of
sustainability.”
Students and alumni are now
able to order transcripts for $8
each. Digital transcripts will be sent
electronically, and paper transcripts
will be delivered by U.S. mail.
Additional fees may be required for
rushed and international deliveries.
“Most orders placed before 3
p.m. on weekdays will be filled in
the same day,” Cook-Johns said. “In
peak seasons such as immediately

before or after a semester, fulfillment
times may be slightly delayed.”
SWOSU Vice President for
Student Services Dr. Adam Johnson
said this service provides students
and alumni with an expedited
level of service to assist them with
their pursuit of graduate school,
scholarship
and
enrollment
opportunities.
The Academic Records Office
has removed the digital form located
on its website. To order transcripts,
please visit www.parchment.com.
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CAMILLE GOEREND

wins Grand Prize at Oklahoma Research Day at the Capitol
For the second straight year,
a Southwestern Oklahoma State
University student in Weatherford
has won the overall grand prize at
the 27th annual Oklahoma Research
Day at the Capitol.
Camille Goerend of Weatherford
took top honors at the event held
March 29 in Oklahoma City.
Goerend
becomes
SWOSU’s
fourth grand prize winner since the
inception of the Oklahoma Research
Day at the Capitol event.
Goerend won a $5,000 stipend
to continue research during the
upcoming summer. Her research
topic is “Antibacterial Target.” Her
faculty mentor is Dr. Vijay Somalinga,
assistant professor in the SWOSU
Department of Biological Sciences.
The complete title of the project is:

b-Carbonic Anhydrase – A potential
novel antibacterial target against
Rhodococcus equi, the causative agent
of pneumonia in foals.
As a component of the event,
students presented their work to an
independent panel of judges. The
panel selected the top seven researchers
in three categories—one overall
winner, three regional university
winners, and three research-intensive
institution winners.
“This competition involved
the top 21 undergraduate student
researchers in the state, and we
are extremely pleased for Camille
and SWOSU, said Dr. Lori Gwyn,
director of the SWOSU Office of
Sponsored Programs.
Previous SWOSU grand prize
winners are Courtney Garcia in

2011, Madison Duckwall in 2017
and Emily Bedea in 2021.
Oklahoma
NSF
EPSCoR,
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
Education and the National Science
Foundation sponsor this event.

Oklahoma State Representative Anthony Moore
(District 57) congratulates Camille Goerend on her
grand prize win at the Capitol.

2021 BY THE NUMBERS
ONLY

$0.05

of every $1.00 raised went to
fundraising costs
(96% below the national average)*

For every

1,391

3,316

$7,387,271

Donors Like You

Gifts to SWOSU Students,
Faculty & Programs

In Philanthropic
Revenues, Contributions
& Commitments

$1.00
$37.16
$1,836,596

spent on fundraising,
was raised for SWOSU
students, faculty, & programs
in scholarships and
departmental support
paid to SWOSU

The SWOSU Foundation, Inc. pooled long-term investment portfolio size represents the combination of donor generosity and effective investment strategies. In 2021, the Foundation investment
portfolio earned a 15.35% return generating over $3.9 million of investment earnings to support the current and future needs of SWOSU. Over the longer term, the five-year average return on the
portfolio of 7.34% exceeded the benchmark return of 7.14%. 										
*Per the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP)									
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ATHLETICS
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One Historic Season

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAMS WIN GAC CHAMPIONSHIP

Southwestern Oklahoma State
University (SWOSU) Men’s and
Women’s basketball made history
this spring. Both teams went home
winners of the 2022 Great American
Conference Championships held in
Shawnee in March.
SWOSU Women’s Basketball
became the 2022 Great American
Conference champions when they
defeated Arkansas Tech 89-68.
This was SWOSU’s fourth GAC
Tournament Championship and
first since the 2019 season when
SWOSU ended the season as the
national runners up.
SWOSU outscored Arkansas
Tech 35-14 in the third quarter
after only being ahead by one point
at halftime. “In the second half, we
knew we had to change the pace,”
coach Kelsi Musick said in her postgame press conference. “Our defense
was a bit laxed in the first half. We
knew we had to speed the game up
and get them running. We did that
and it swung the momentum. We
did what we did best, which was
play fast and score.”
Lauren Ramey and Macy Gore
made the GAC all-tournament team
and Makyra Tramble, who is from
Shawnee, won the all-tournament
MVP. “Being the MVP is great, but

I give all the credit to my teammates
and coaches,” Tramble said. “They
push me so hard in practice and I
know I have to perform well for all
that hard work to be worth it.”
Tramble was also named the
NCAA Division II Ron Lenz
National Player of the Year by
the Division II Conference
Commissioners
Association
(D2CCA),
headlining
the
organization’s All-American teams.
Tramble became the first Lady
Bulldog to be named National
Division II Player of the Year and is
now the fifth D2CCA All-American
in SWOSU’s Division II era after
also earning first team honors in
2022. Tramble was also named

SWOSU’s female athlete of the year
for the second year in a row.
The Lady Bulldog’s improved to
a 29-4 record with this conference
championship and made the NCAA
Central Region Tournament for the
fifth season in a row.
Musick has since announced
after 13-years as head women’s
basketball coach she has accepted
an offer to become the head coach
at Oral Roberts University, a
NCAA Division I institution in
Tulsa. Musick will be succeed by
Jeff Zinn. Zinn becomes the fifth
head coach in SWOSU history,
dating back to the beginning of the
program in 1975. Zinn brings 28
years of successful Oklahoma high
Summer 2022 21
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school head coaching experience
to SWOSU and holds a 563-247
overall record. He spent last season
at NCAA Division I Oral Roberts
University as an assistant women’s
coach in his first year after leaving
the high school ranks.
For the men’s team, this
was the first time in Great
American Conference history that
SWOSU claimed the conference
title. They did so by defeating
Southern Nazarene 66-58 in the
championship game.
“I am so excited and super
proud of the way we have played
throughout this tournament,”
coach Terry Evans said in his postgame interview. “The way these
guys stormed back before halftime
was just incredible. We hit some big
shots and were able to wear them
out in the end and we are GAC
champions because of it.”
SWOSU started the game
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ice cold, going 4-of-11 from the
field in the first nine minutes.
SWOSU also had not knocked
down a single three-point shot and
trailed 16-8. The Dawgs got right
back in the game by using an 11-4
run. SWOSU trailed 32-29 at
halftime and got a huge stop off an
inbounds play with 0.7 seconds left.
SNU threw up a lob, but Damion
Thornton intercepted the pass right
as the buzzer sounded. In the first
half, SWOSU shot 75 percent from
the foul line, going 6-for-8. This
helped keep the Bulldogs in the
game.
“I want to thank all the teams
in our league for beating us this
season,” Evans said jokingly. “We’ve
been able to learn and grown so
much this year from some hard
losses and adversity. All the teams
in our league are good and we
had to step up just to make the
tournament. Kudos to everyone in

our conference.”
Thornton scored 17 points and
Kamden Gipson scored 14 points.
Thornton was the MVP on the alltournament team and Gipson made
the all-tournament team. SWOSU
improved to a 14-16 record after
the win and qualified for the
NCAA regional tournament. “We
knew we could beat any team
in our conference,” Gipson said.
“No, we were not consistent all
season, but we knew once we got
in the tournament, we could play
with anyone, and we did. We still
control our own destiny and are
ready to make some noise in the
tournament.”
The Bulldogs and Lady
Bulldogs look forward to the 20222023 season. Preseason games begin
in late October. Basketball and all
athletic schedules are available at
www.SWOSUAthlethics.com
as
they become available.
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2022 Cecil Perkins Award

TOURIAN RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE

Longtime SWOSU Athletic
supporter and former SWOSU
Assistant Athletic Director Rouben
Tourian was selected as the 2022
recipient of the Cecil Perkins
Service Award.
The honor, which is presented by
the SWOSU Athletic Department,
was awarded department’s annual
All-Sports Award Ceremony held at
the Pioneer Cellular Event Center
on April 27, 2022.
“I told Todd (Helton) when
he called me that I don’t need any
recognition for the things that I
do or have done for the athletic
department but am so thankful and
humbled to be selected,” Tourian
said. “It really is an honor to be
chosen for an award named after
the Godfather of SWOSU Athletics
himself, Cecil Perkins.”

Tourian
graduated
from
Weatherford High School and
attended SWOSU in the early and
mid-1990s. He played two years
on the SWOSU Football team
from 1991-92 and graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in Business
Management in 1996. In 2013,
Tourian went on to complete
his master’s degree in Sports
Management from SWOSU.
Upon graduation, he owned
and operated popular local sports
grill and restaurant Benchwarmer
Browns in downtown Weatherford
before selling it in 2000. He was
known during that time for his
discounts to SWOSU supporters
and his constant support to the
athletic teams.
In 2006 Tourian was hired
by, then, current SWOSU

Athletic Director Cecil Perkins
as the Assistant Athletic Director
of External Operations. The
position allowed him to oversee
the
department’s
corporate
sponsorship packages, marketing,
and promotion efforts as well as
work with various support groups,
including the SWOSU Athletic
Association. He had already been
volunteering his efforts for years
prior but made the move to work
directly for the athletic department
full-time.
In his role, Tourian was known
for his contributions towards the
now annual SWOSU Athletic
Auction – a fundraising auction
held every summer to raise money
for the athletic department. He,
alongside the SWOSU Athletic
Association, implemented the
auction with the goal of boosting
scholarships available to studentathletes.
When asked about his favorite
memory in support of SWOSU,
Tourian did not hesitate.
“Getting a call from Rex Ryan
(former New York Jets head coach and
SWOSU alum) on my cell phone
telling me he was going to gift the
athletic department four tickets
to his personal suite for a Monday
Night Football game. Looking back,
seeing how much that gift impacted
the department and the kids, and
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the story behind it – that’s got to be it.
Tourian has moved on from his full-time role with
the athletic department but remains an active supporter
of Southwestern Oklahoma State University and
SWOSU Athletics and has served as a board member of
the SWOSU Athletic Association for many years. You’ll
find Tourian at most home SWOSU events and often
in front of a grill or oven cooking meals in support of
various teams.
“If it weren’t for SWOSU, I wouldn’t be in
Weatherford. Plain and simple. I love this university and
the athletic department, and I love to see it succeed!”
Today, Tourian resides in Weatherford with his
daughter Ava and currently works for Dillingham
Insurance as a Benefits Consultant in Oklahoma City.
This is the 10th year that the Cecil Perkins Service
Award has been presented. The award is named for Perkins,
the former SWOSU Athletic Director who passed away in
September 2013. Perkins helped pioneer the direction of
the Bulldogs’ athletic programs for more than a quarter
century, elevating the SWOSU Athletic Department to
the NCAA Division II level. His philosophy of putting the
student-athlete first in any decision has led to hundreds
of individual success stories that continue to positively
impact the new generation of students, coaches and teams
at SWOSU and beyond.

Cecil Perkins Service Award Recipients
• 2021: President Randy Beutler

• 2018: Les Crall

• 2015: Rick Koch

• 2020: Herschel Brewster

• 2017: Jim Litsch

• 2014: Max & Judy Pyron

• 2019: Stan Garrison

• 2016: Jimmy Harrel

• 2013: Joe Phillips
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This fall SWOSUtm is “Calling All Dogs Home.”
The annual Homecoming event is set for October 15, 2022.
The festivities will kick off on the evening of Friday, October 14 with a Homecoming Happy Hour at Lucille’s
Roadhouse in Weatherford. Saturday will be a full day of fun including a brunch, annual Homecoming parade
in downtown Weatherford, and a Bulldog football game against Southern Nazarene University.
Grab your family and fellow alumnus friends and make plans to celebrate homecoming on the hilltop.
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www.SWOSUHomecoming.com
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YOU’RE ON, COWBOY!
Jerry Hodge was always a risktaker and a betting man, Hodge has
never been one to back down from a
challenge. This tenacity helped him
grow a local pharmacy from a single
storefront in Amarillo (TX) into a
national brand worth millions. He
was City Commissioner and Mayor
for a town he loved dearly, and he
might be the only person to go toeto-toe with both Oprah Winfrey
and Boone Pickens.
SWOSU alumnus Jerry Hodge
began writing down these life
stories for his family. The stories
became what is now his book, You’re
On Cowboy! Hodge’s experiences
have been anything but ordinary,
yet he writes about his life with
humor, unpolished honesty, and
an endearing balance between selfconfidence and humility. Like all of
us, Jerry Hodge is human, which
leaves him vulnerable to the one
thing that evens the playing field
- a health crisis. When he received
a damning diagnosis that had him
counting his days and saying his
goodbyes, Hodge was inspired to
get clear on what is truly important
in life and what kind of legacy is
worth leaving behind.
Hodge and his wife, Margaret,
recently donated a record-breaking
$5 million charitable gift to
SWOSU, which is the largest
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single donation in the history of
the university. The gift is being
used for a state-of-the-art facility
dedicated to healthcare education
and pharmacy, named in honor of
the Hodges, and a new endowment

benefitting students enrolled in the
SWOSU College of Pharmacy.
Hodge held a book launch and
signing on the Weatherford campus
on June 17 in conjunction with the
SWOSU Summer Picnic.
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2022 DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI HALL OF FAME
Known as “SWOSU’s highest honor,” the Distinguished
Alumni Hall of Fame was established in 1976 by SWOSU to
recognize outstanding former students and to celebrate their
achievements. There are currently 111 SWOSU graduates who
have been inducted into the Hall of Fame. The 2022 SWOSU
Distinguished Alumni honorees were recognized during
the SWOSU Convocation activities May 6-7, 2022 on the
Weatherford campus.
2022 Distinguished Alumni Inductees:
•
•
•
•
•

Verna Foust of Oklahoma City (Classes of 1985 and 1992)
Dianne Hunter of Guthrie (Classes of 1986 and 1990)
Andre Marshall of Beverly Hills, California (Class of 2005)
Steve Price of Marble Falls, Texas (Class of 1983)
Joel Sappenfield of Siloam Springs, Arkansas (Class of 1989)

SWOSU President Dr. Diana Lovell with 2022 Distinguished Alumni,
Dr. Andre Marshall, Joel Sappenfield, Verna Foust, Dianne Hunter,
and Steve Price at the Distinguished Alumni Dinner held May 6, 2022.

Verna Foust is the chief executive officer for Red Rock Behavioral Health Services.
Red Rock is a federally designated Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic
(CCBHC), certified by the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services as a Community Mental Health Center (CMHC), and is nationally
certified by the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF).
Red Rock is one of the largest behavioral health and substance use facilities in
Oklahoma with over 700 employees serving 18 counties across 26 locations with
an annual operating budget of $58 million dollars. Red Rock provides a variety of
behavioral health services including psychiatric, outpatient and substance abuse
treatment. Other services include medication assisted and residential treatment,
short term crisis stabilization for adults and youth, court assistance programs, and
many other specialty programs.
Foust has worked in the field of community mental health for over 32 years and has gained extensive experience
in the operation, planning, development and oversight of traditional and specialty behavioral health programs, in
both urban and rural communities. Through her time in leadership, Red Rock has undergone a merger with another
community mental health center, has more than doubled in size and number of locations, obtained a key partnership
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with a national organization serving military, veterans, and their families, and successfully obtained a competitive
placement in a federal demonstration program that transformed Red Rock into a Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinic. She is past president of the Oklahoma Behavioral Health Alliance as well as a former member and
chair of the Oklahoma Forensic Review Board, a position appointed by the Governor. She is a founding member
and current president of the Alliance of Mental Health Providers of Oklahoma; serves on the Oklahoma Behavioral
Health Advisory Committee; and is a member of Mental Health Corporations of America. In 2021, by request of
Congress, she provided testimony to the Congressional House Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and
Appropriations subcommittee on Behavioral Health.
Foust is a native of Clinton and holds bachelor’s degrees in Business Management and Psychology along with a
master’s degree in Psychology from SWOSU. She is a licensed professional counselor and national board-certified
counselor. Foust enjoys spending her free time at Lake Eufaula with her husband of 37 years, Scott, her son and
daughter-in-law, Austin and Morgan, and her beloved grandson, Bentley.
Dianne Hunter was born in Hinton on November 7, 1949. She attended Hinton
Elementary School before her family moved to Weatherford, where she attended
Weatherford Junior and Senior High. After putting herself through college, working
as a hairstylist, Hunter graduated in 1986 from SWOSU earning a bachelor’s degree
in English along with a minor in art. Hunter then set her eyes on earning a master’s
degree in education, which she finished in 1990 at SWOSU. In 1991, Hunter became
a flight attendant for American Airlines based in New York from 1992 to 1998. She
returned to Oklahoma in 1998 and held the post of practice administrator of the
Oklahoma City Ear, Nose & Throat Clinic at St. Anthony Hospital in Oklahoma
City until she retired in 2015.
Hunter is married to Dr. Paul David Hunter. The Hunters have three grown
children and two grandchildren. Hunter was instrumental in her husband’s campaign
in 2006 when he ran for the U.S. House of Representatives for Oklahoma’s 5th
Congressional District. Hunter is a past president of the SWOSU Alumni Association and past chair of the SWOSU
Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees. She has generously established the Hunter Endowed Lectureship in Psychology
and the Marjory Scouten Smith Endowment at SWOSU.
Andre Marshall is a native of Weatherford. Currently, he practices as a double boardcertified plastic surgeon in Beverly Hills (CA). He is affiliated with multiple hospitals
in the area, including Huntington Hospital, Mission Hospital Mission Viejo and
Mission Hospital Laguna Beach.
Following graduation from SWOSU, Marshall received his medical degree from
the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine. He specializes in aesthetic/cosmetic
plastic surgery. Marshall achieved high honors and graduated at the top of his class
from medical school and was also elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha Honour Society
for his excellent academic achievements. Marshall then undertook more specific
training in plastic surgery by completing a three-year plastic and reconstructive surgery
degree at one of the top ten medical centers in the country, Duke University Medical
Centre. Additionally, he expanded his training and skills in aesthetic procedures by
undertaking an Aesthetic Surgery Fellowship in Laguna Beach.
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Steve Price served as executive vice president and chief human resources officer
(CHRO) at Dell, Inc. from 2010 until his retirement in 2021 where he led both
human resources and global facilities. As CHRO, Price was responsible for setting
the overall HR strategy and solving the biggest culture, leadership, talent and
performance challenges of Dell and Dell EMC.
Price joined Dell in 1997 and served in many key leadership roles throughout the
HR organization, including vice president of operations, global talent management,
and vice president for the global consumer business, Americas, Europe, Middle East
and Africa. Prior to joining Dell, Steve spent 13 years with SC Johnson Wax in
Racine (WI). Having started his career there in sales, he later moved into HR where
he held a variety of senior positions.
At Dell, Price was the executive sponsor for the Black Employee Resource Group, dedicated to creating opportunities
for Black team members to build relationships across the company and to help them grow and thrive. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in business from SWOSU and an MBA from the University of Central Oklahoma.
Joel Sappenfield is currently serving as the president of Simmons Prepared Foods,
based in Siloam Springs (AR). Simmons is a vertically integrated food company that
supplies poultry products to customers around the globe. Simmons is also the largest
provider of private label pet food in the United States. For anyone that has eaten
at a nationally based restaurant or have a pet, chances are that person purchased
Simmons Foods products. Simmons was named the top ranked food company on
Forbes Magazine’s 2021 list for Best Mid-Sized Employers. Prior to serving in this
role, Sappenfield served as the president of Cobb-Vantress, Inc., which is a wholly
owned subsidiary of Tyson Foods, Inc. Cobb is a global company with operations in
13 countries and supplies primary breeding genetics to poultry companies in more
than 120 countries. Cobb is one of only two companies in the world operating in
this field.
Sappenfield was a proud member of the 1986 Bulldog football team while he pursued his dream of coaching in
the game he loves. However, he changed his career path after marrying his high school sweetheart in 1987. Since
graduating from SWOSU in 1989, Sappenfield’s bachelor’s degree in Finance has served his family well in his 32year poultry and food industry career. His leadership path began as an entry level production supervisor at a poultry
processing facility, then led to scheduling manager and several operations leadership roles. From there he entered sales,
marketing and general management, which equipped him for corporate senior executive leadership positions with the
Fortune 500 company, Tyson Foods, Inc., the largest protein provider in the U.S.
Through the years, Sappenfield has been given many opportunities to travel globally in efforts to feed the world.
He has served on several boards representing the poultry industry in the United States and internationally, including
India, Spain and China. He currently serves on the board of directors for the U.S. Poultry & Egg Association.
While blessed with many opportunities to lead and excel in the corporate business world, Sappenfield has held
tight to his core values of living with integrity, treating people well and letting actions speak louder than words. He
enjoys investing in others through mentorship and leading Bible studies. His greatest reward is found in his faith and
spending time with his wife of 35 years, Candi, and their family which includes three grandsons. An additional bonus
is getting to spend time with his family on their Red Angus farm in Northwest Arkansas.
Joel and Candi are both natives of southwest Oklahoma and graduated from Mountain View High School in
1985. Sappenfield’s love for God, family, hard work and farming were greatly influenced by his parents and Candi’s
family. For this reason, southwest Oklahoma will always be a special place for them.
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Alumni Association

HIGHLIGHTS
Brent Hubbard Named Integris Health CEO

After a national search,
INTEGRIS Health shared the
selection of Brent Hubbard as
the health care system’s new chief
operating officer.
Hubbard comes to INTEGRIS
Health most recently from Mercy
Health System, Mercy Hospital
Springfield Communities, where
he serves as president and COO.
Since 2016, his responsibilities were
to lead the strategic direction of
seven hospitals with administrative
and operational oversight of 7,500
coworkers.
Prior to Hubbard’s current
position, he served as the chief
operating officer at Mercy Health
System, Mercy Hospital Fort
Smith Communities, and the chief
operating officer at HCA, Medical

Center of McKinney. Other roles
he has held include associate
administrator at HCA – Centennial
Medical Center and executive
director and director of marketing
at Woodward Regional Hospital.
Hubbard
received
his
Bachelor of Science in business
administration from Oklahoma
State University and his Master
of Business Administration from
Southwestern Oklahoma State
University in 2007. He is an
accomplished health care executive
and brings to INTEGRIS Health
a strong focus on performance
metrics. He is a believer in
continuous process improvement.
Hubbard has extensive experience in
improving physician and coworker
engagement, quality measures and
patient outcomes, and achieving
operational excellence to include
service line growth and expanding
patient access to health care.
He and his wife, Hilary, were
both raised in Oklahoma, Mooreland
and Woodward respectively. They
were excited to be moving, along
with their three children, back to the
great state of Oklahoma and joining
the INTEGRIS Health team.
Hubbard’s first day at INTEGRIS
Health was May 2, 2022.

Harold and Carol Wright Named to
SWOSU Planned Giving Society

Southwestern Oklahoma State
University Alums Bryan Dyson
and Bob Mills of Bob Mills
Furniture visited with Clarke Hale
of the SWOSU Foundation in
April 2022. These alumni have
great relationships with SWOSU
and discussed ways to continue to
strengthen University support in
the future.
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FOREVER BULLDOGS

• Mr. Judson J. G. McHenry, Jr. (‘74)
• Mr. Jim Holland, Sr. (‘66)
• Ms. Patricia K. Eskew
• Ms. Betty J. Anderson

• Ms. M. Camillia Reynolds Lankford
(‘70, ‘77)
• Ms. E. Linda Redinger (‘76)
• Mr. William Kelly (‘57, ‘61)
• Mr. C. Timothy Curtin

• Ms. Peggy J. Litsch (‘56)

• Ms. Flora H. Raab

• Ms. Connie Zoldoske Berrong
(‘79, ‘80)

• Ms. Jacquelyn R. Lucas (‘04, ‘06)

• Ms. Vera Butler (‘66)

• Ms. June Scherler Cromwell (‘94)

• Ms. Mallory Campbell Henson (‘10)
• Mr. Garrett D. Carter (‘16)
• Ms. Barri H. Ryan (‘00)
• Ms. Polly A. Barker (‘04, ‘06)
• Ms. Linda E. Rose
• Mr. Larry W. Kirkpatrick (‘69)
• Mr. A. Wayne Salisbury (‘58)

• Ms. Barbara A. Cantrell (‘77)

• Mr. Steve L. Stroud

• Mr. Perry W. Evans (‘65)

• Ms. Tammie Sasser Helton (‘95)

• Dr. John M. Hays (‘69)

• Mr. L. Gene Foust (‘01)

• Ms. Pauline Widener Pennington (‘68)

• Dr. Kenneth G. Rose (‘67)

• Ms. Lisa C. Hunter (‘91)

• Ms. Ginger I. Holman

• Ms. Shirley Stewart Huser (‘79)

• Mr. Daniel Barron (‘75)

• Ms. Bertie Reinschmidt Walls (‘78)

• Col. Richard J. Vogt (‘67)
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• Ms. Pamela B. Carson

• Mr. Dillon C. Jung (‘15)

• Mr. Craig A. Wildman (‘75)

• Mr. Byron K. Casper (‘74)

• Ms. Florence E. Gillespie

• Mr. Kerry M. England (‘68)

• Ms. Cynthia K. Fox (‘68)

• Mr. William E. Fikes (‘85)

• Mr. Clifford D. Jones (‘63)

• Mr. Lawrence T. Ortega

• Ms. Shirley A. Monroe (‘90)

• Mr. Gilbert Dick (‘62)

• Mr. Dale E. Metzler (‘73)

• Mr. Bobby Culpepper

• Ms. Jamie R. Atkinson (‘05, ‘08)

• Ms. I. Rebecca Jones

• Mr. Sanford R. Lehr

• Mr. Bruce R. Harvester (‘77)

• Mr. Kevin R. Donelson (‘84)

• Mr. Phillip D. Elliott (‘83)

• Mr. Harold W. Jackson (‘66)

• Mr. Gregory L. Boggs (‘75)

• Mr. Troy K. Schmidt (‘84)

• Mr. Bret A. Mouse (‘91)

• Ms. Rickki L. Cross-Carter (‘73)

• Mr. Gary L. Hargis (‘75)

• Ms. Donna McClure Kindsfather
(‘73, ‘75)

• Mr. Michael Ake

• Mr. Gary L. Shryock (‘91)

• Ms. Luvena A. Morris (‘67, ‘81)

• Mr. Curtis W. Day (‘86)

• Ms. Heather Hays Hood (‘02)

• Dr. William G. Bernhardt (‘48)

• Mr. Harold E. Stringer

• Mr. Robert D. Strouse

• Mr. Frank L. Mechek (‘81)

• Mr. Lowell M. Irby (‘55, ‘04)

• Ms. Mona McAlister Prickett (‘64)

• Ms. Ida F. Glasgow (‘56)

• Mr. Anthony G. Mitchell (‘68)

• Ms. Dorecia V. Tepe

• Ms. Susan Pierce (‘76)

• Ms. Ashley K. Grybowski

• Ms. Evelyn P. Smith

• Mr. Charles W. Brandley, Jr. (‘64)

• Mr. James M. Patterson (‘62)

• Mr. Harry J. Whetstone (‘68)

• Mr. Michael S. Chaloner (‘81)

• Mr. Doyle Leatherbury (‘57)

• Mr. Dwayne E. Arndt

• Ms. Elizabeth Nelson Weber

• Mr. Edmond R. Callahan (‘93)

• Mr. Don W. John (‘54)

• Mr. Lonny D. Wilson (‘73)

• The Honorable R. Dean Linder (‘57)

• Mr. Burton D. Smith (‘90)

• Dr. Marvin C. Weber (‘58)

• Ms. Patty J. Peterson

• Mr. Thomas F. Crelly (‘79)
• Mr. Kenneth W. Cox (‘53)
• Ms. Jennifer J. Birch (‘97)
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FOUNDATION BOARD
OF TRUSTEES
OFFICERS
Bryan Evans

Philip Busey Jr.

Chair

1st Vice Chair/Chair Presumptive
and Development Committee Chair

Treasurer and Finance
Committee Chair

Michael Hart

R. Bruce Magill

George Cohlmia
Past Chair

2nd Vice Chair and Investment
Committee Chair

TRUSTEES
Lori Boyd - Nominating Committee Chair
Juan Garcia - Scholarships and Grants Committee Chair
Debbie Shepherd - Properties Committee Chair
Judy Wilkes - Audit Committee Chair
Bryce Conway
Jeff Defehr
David Ferrell
Lori Harper
Brice W. Harris
Dianne Hunter
Thomas D. Mapel
Melani Mouse
Mark Russell
Nelson M. Sims
Cammi Valdez
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James A. Keehn

Secretary
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT:
Stephen Nelson of Yukon
Class of 2000
PRESIDENT-ELECT:
Julie Stalder of Weatherford
Class of 2000
SECRETARY:
Nick Thurman of Ada
Class of 2012
TREASURER:
Cody Bell of Weatherford
Class of 2002
PAST PRESIDENT:
Melanie Mouse of Oklahoma City
Class of 1988
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ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
Jarred Jones
President

Michael Hart
President Elect
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Valerie Fariss
Mike Brown
Past President

Secretary

Cody Bell
Treasurer
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SWOSU INSTITUTIONAL
ADVANCEMENT STAFF
tm

Garrett King

Vice President for Institutional Advancement and
Chief of Staff to the President

Kari Jones

Assistant Director for Institutional Advancement

Clarke Hale

Associate Director for Development and
Engagement

Jessica Heard

Robbin Jennings

Programs Officer and Office Manager

Erin Adams

Advancement Coordinator for Communications

Tayler Adler

Advancement Coordinator for Alumni, Emeriti,
and Friends

Allie Hoang

Advancement Coordinator for Athletics

Senior Advancement Coordinator for Institutional
Advancement

Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU)
Office of Institutional Advancement (OIA)
Home of the:
SWOSU Foundation, Inc.
SWOSU Alumni Association
SWOSU Athletic Association

SWOSU OIA
Burton House
100 Campus Dr., Weatherford, OK 73096
580-774-3267
foundation@SWOSU.edu
www.SWOSUAlumni.com
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